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Hoyiand  Nether  Urban  District  Council 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  year  1957 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hoyiand  Nether  Urban  District  Council. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon 
the  Health  Services  of  the  Hoyiand  Nether  Urban  District  for 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957.  The  report  is  prepared 
on  similar  lines  to  those  of  recent  years  which  means,  of  course, 
that  I am  indicating  statistically  and  by  comment,  the  extent  to 
which  Part  III  services  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  are  used 
in  the  district. 

Glancing  at  the  tables  of  Vital  Statistics  we  notice  that 
the  Birth  Rate  for  the  district  is  something  similar  to  what  it 
was  last  year.  At  16*3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  the  figure 
compares  equally  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  There 
has  been  very  little  change  in  the  Birth  Rate  in  the  Hoyiand 
District  over  the  last  3 years.  The  Corrected  Rate  after  appli- 
cation of  the  comparability  factor  is  15*9. 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  less  than  half  what  it  was  last 
year  and  at  15°3  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  it  compares 
very  favourably  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is,  I consider,  an  important 
index  of  the  general  trend  of  the  health  of  the  district  but 
unfortunately  it  is  disappointing  so  far  as  Hoyiand  is  concerned. 
There  were,  in  all,  10  infant  deaths  last  year  in  Hoyiand  with 
an  Infantile  Death  Rate  of  38*8  per  1,000  live  births.  This  is 
the  second  year  in  succession  that  the  Hoyiand  rate  has  been 
higher  than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  The  rate  for  1957 
is  the  highest  we  have  had  since  1947  when  the  Rate  was  over 
58.  On  studying  the  causes  of  death  amongst  infants,  one 
finds  that  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Deformities  together 
accounted  for  9 cases  and  the  remaining  one  was  accidental, 
where  the  child  was  accidentally  asphyxiated  in  her  cot.  The 
problem  of  Premature  Birth  and  Congenital  Malformations  and 
Still  Birth  is  receiving  a great  deal  of  attention  at  the  moment 
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because,  notwithstanding  the  tremendous  decrease  in  Infantile 
Deaths  in  the  country  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any 
corresponding  appreciable  decrease  in  deaths  due  to  these 
causes.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this  report,  a survey  had 
just  been  completed  which  it  is  hoped  might  be  able  to  throw 
some  light  on  the  whole  question  of  these  early  deaths,  and 
one  looks  forward  to  the  results  of  this  enquiry  with  great 
interest.  The  remaining  death  where  the  child’s  life  was  lost 
through  accident  could  be  classified  as  a Home  Accident  Death, 
an  occurrence  which  is  most  regrettable  when  so  much  is  being 
said  and  done  concerning  the  problem  of  Home  Safety.  If 
there  is  anything  to  be  gained  at  all  from  this  tragedy,  it  is, 
surely  that  the  need  for  more  and  more  Home  Safety  propa- 
ganda work  is  obvious. 

Examination  of  the  table  of  Principal  Causes  of  Death 
would  indicate,  once  again,  that  the  principal  cause  of  death 
v/as  Disease  of  the  Circulatory  System  including  Coronary 
Disease,  which,  together  with  the  deaths  from  Vascular  Lesions 
of  the  Nervous  System  accounted  for  43%  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths.  The  next  highest  number  of  deaths  was  caused  by 
Malignant  Diseases  where,  out  of  a total  of  38,  10  were  due 
to  Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

Again  I have  to  report  that  there  were  9 deaths  due 
to  violence,  7 of  which  were  accidents.  Of  the  7,  the  4 
females  were  all  home  accidents  and  of  the  3 males,  2 were 
fatalities  at  work  and  1 was  due  to  drowning.  Dealing  with 
the  home  accidents  one  reports  further  that  2 of  the  deaths 
were  in  70  year  old  women  who  died  indirectly  as  the  result 
of  falls.  The  other  2 were,  the  baby  reported  above  who  died 
from  suffocation  in  her  cot  and  a child  of  4 who  died  following 
burns  as  a result  of  her  nightdress  catching  fire.  One  deplores 
having  to  report  these  fatal  accidents  in  the  home.  A Home 
Safety  Committee  has  been  formed  in  Hoyland  Nether  Urban 
District  which  has  got  off  to  a good  start  and  from  which  we 
are  hoping  to  have  very  good  advice  and  co-operation. 

Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year  show  a remarkable 
increase  in  the  number  of  Measles  after  the  very  low  incidence 
in  1956.  There  was  also  quite  a noticable  incidence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  compared  with  previous  years.  The  Measles  Attack 
Rate  was  very  high  compared  with  that  for  the  rest  of  the 
country  but  Whooping  Cough  was  considerably  lower.  I 
suppose,  we  could  expect  to  see  in  the  near  future  a general 
lowering  of  the  overall  incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  in  view 
of  the  relatively  greater  number  of  children  who  have  been 
immunised  within  recent  years.  I do  not  think  that  the  parents 
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of  all  the  children  at  risk  have  availed  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  this  protection  against  Whooping  Cough  but  I am 
rather  inclined  to  think  that  there  are  signs  that  a new  interest 
is  being  taken  in  these  preventive  measures. 

In  that  part  of  the  Report  dealing  with  Sanitary  Circum- 
stances, the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  reported  that 
out  of  a total  of  5,191  dwelling  houses  in  the  district,  there 
are  only  36  which  are  not  connected  to  sewers — 24  of  these 
have  their  own  means  of  disposal  by  cess  pools — but  these  36 
are  in  areas  where  there  is  no  main  sewer  available  and  it  is 
doubtful  whether  it  is  possible  to  have  them  included  in  such  a 
scheme  in  the  foreseeable  future. 

The  water  supply  is  very  satisfactory  and  throughout 
the  year  it  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

I wish  to  put  on  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
continued  support  throughout  the  year.  I would  also  like  to 
thank  the  Clerk  and  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Council 
for  their  co-operation  at  all  times.  I want  also  to  thank  my 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Danks,  and  his  staff  for 
their  advice  and  general  high  standard  of  work  throughout  the 
year. 

In  conclusion  I should  like  to  put  on  record  my  thanks 
to  Dr.  J.  J.  Smith,  Senior  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for 
her  advice  and  help  throughout  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MAIN  RUSSELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


DISTRICT  STATISTICS  IN  BRIEF 


The  Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District  covers  an  acreage 
of  1,999  acres.  The  district  is  divided  into  four  Wards,  and 
the  acreage  and  the  number  of  houses  in  each  is  as  follows:  — 

Ward  Acreage.  No.  of  Houses. 


Hoyland  

Hoyland  Common  ... 

St.  Peter’s  

Elsecar  


259  ... 

...  1,728 

374  ... 

...  1,230 

744  ... 

964 

622 

...  1,269 

Total  ...  1,999 


5,191 


The  Rateable  Value  of  the  district  is  £98,015,  whilst 
the  product  of  a penny  rate  is  £363,  as  at  31st  March,  1958. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  has  given  his 
estimation  of  the  population  at  mid- 1957  as  15,810.  This  is 
an  increase  of  30  on  the  figure  for  1956. 

Births.  There  were  258  live  births  registered  in  the 
district  during  the  year.  Of  these,  129  were  males  and  129 
females.  This  figure  is  8 less  than  that  for  1956.  There  were 
5 illegitimate  births,  all  male. 

Still  Births.  There  were  4 still-births  during  the  year 
(2  male  and  2 female).  There  was  no  illegitimate  still-birth. 

Deaths.  153  deaths  were  attributed  to  the  district,  10 
less  than  in  1956. 

Set  out  below  are  tables  of  Live  Birth  Rates  Still-birth 
Rates,  and  Crude  Death  Rates,  with  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  and  for  the  Administrative  County  of  the  West  Riding. 


England 

West  Riding 

Hoyland 

and 

Administrative 

Nether 

Year 

Wales 

County 

U.D. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

(Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population) 

1957 

16*1 

16-6 

16*3 

1956 

15-7 

16*4 

16-9 

1955 

15-0 

15-3 

16-6 

1954 

15-2 

15-1 

14-9 

1953 

15-5 

15-7 

17-7 

DEATHS  (Crude  Death  Rate) 

(Rates  per  1 ,000  of 

the  Population) 

1957 

11-5 

11-7 

9-7 

1956 

11-7 

1 1*8 

10-3 

1955 

11-7 

1 1*7 

9-3 

1954 

11-3 

1L9 

9-9 

1953 

11-4 

11-6 

9-7 
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STILL  BIRTHS 


(Rates  per  1,000  Live  and  Still-births) 

1957 

22*4 

23*9 

15-3 

1956 

23*0 

23-1 

36-2 

1955 

23*  1 

26-4 

29 -7 

1954 

23*4 

25-9 

20  *7 

PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Infective  Diseases 

Male  Female  Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  

2 

1 

3 

Cancer 

Stomach  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Lung,  Bronchus  

8 

2 

10 

Other  Sites  

9 

7 

16 

Nervous  System 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

13 

25 

Circulatory  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

11 

6 

17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

2 

2 

Other  Heart  Diseases 

5 

10 

15 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

3 

4 

7 

Respiratory  System 

Pneumonia  

2 

3 

5 

Bronchitis  

7 

— 

7 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

— 

3 

Digestive  System 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

Genito-Urinary  System 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

3 

— 

3 

Infants 

Congenital  malformations 

— 

3 

3 

Violence 

Accidents  

3 

4 

7 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-Defined  Diseases 

8 

6 

14 

8 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS, 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Under  1 year 

3 ... 

4 ... 

6 ... 

8 ... 

10 

1 to  2 years 

1 ... 

* • • 

1 ... 

— 

2 to  5 years 

1 ... 

— 

• • • 

— 

1 

5 to  15  years 

— 

1 ... 

• • • 

1 ... 

1 

15  to  25  years 

1 ... 

1 ... 

• • • 

1 ... 

2 

25  to  45  years 

6 ... 

8 ... 

9 ... 

7 ... 

7 

45  to  65  years 

32  ... 

32  ... 

42  ... 

36  ... 

33 

65  years  and  over 

110  ... 

Ill  ... 

89  ... 

109  ... 

99 

Total 

154  ... 

157  ... 

146  ... 

163  ... 

153 

Infantile  Mortality,  There  were  10  deaths  of  infants 
under  the  age  of  1 year  (5  male  and  5 female),  equivalent  to  a 
rate  of  38*8  per  1,000  live  births. 


DEATHS  UNDER  1 YEAR. 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 


Year 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

Hoyland 

Nether 

U.D, 

1957  

23-0 

26-4 

38-8 

1956  

23-8 

27-1 

30-1 

1955  

24-9 

26-2 

22-9 

1954  

25-5 

28*0 

16-9 

1953  

26*8 

29-3 

10*6 
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TABLE  SHOWING  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
INFANTILE  DEATHS 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1 week 

1 to  2 weeks 

2 to  3 weeks 

3 to  4 weeks 

Total  under  4 weeks 

1 to  3 months 

3 to  6 months 

6 to  9 months 

9 to  12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

Prematurity  

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Accidental  

1 

1 

Total  

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1 

10 

1956 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

1955 

3 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

1954 

2 

— 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1953 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

10 


Maternal  Mortality,  There  were  no  maternal  deaths 
during  the  year. 

Epidemic  Diseases,  The  following  table  shows  the 
principal  causes  of  death  in  the  Epidemic  Diseases  (other  than 
Tuberculosis)  Group  over  the  past  five  years. 


DISEASE 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inquests  were  held  on  11  occasions  and  in  14  cases  the 
cause  of  death  was  certified  by  the  Coroner  after  Post  Mortem 
Examination  without  inquest. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Infectious  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis*  During 

the  year  a total  of  441  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified. 

Set  out  below  are  tables  which  are  self-explanatory. 


DISEASE 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Dysentery 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

45 

28 

24 

36 

27 

Pneumonia 

34 

40 

19 

32 

40 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

18 

25 

39 

50 

Measles 

349 

21 

486 

26 

424 

Erysipelas 

4 

6 

4 

2 

3 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

3 

— 

2 

Meningococcal  Infection 

4 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Poliomyelitis  & Polioencephalitis 

— 

2 

14 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

8 

7 

1 

Para-Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

441 

119 

586 

145 

550 
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ATTACK  RATE  OF  COMMONER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

(per  1,000  of  Population) 


Disease 

England 

and 

Wales 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

Hoyland 

Nether 

U.D. 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.66 

0.79 

2.84 

Pneumonia  

* 

* 

2.15 

Measles  

14.11 

17.46 

22.07 

Whooping  Cough  

1.89 

1.29 

0.18 

Erysipelas  

0.08 

0.11 

0.25 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

0.07 

0.05 

0.00 

(Non-Paralytic) 

0.04 

0.01 

0.00 

* Figures  not  available 


1.3 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

BY  AGE  GROUPS 
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Scarlet  Fever*  There  were  45  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  17  compared  with  the 
figures  for  1956.  The  highest  incidence  appeared  to  be  in  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year  when  24  cases  were  reported.  There  were 
only  5 cases  reported  in  the  first  quarter,  10  in  the  second  and 
6 in  the  third.  The  age  group  principally  affected  was  the  5/10 
years  group  where  there  were  30  cases.  The  disease  was  mild 
in  character  and  hospitalisation  was  required  in  41  cases.  The 
Attack  Rate  for  the  disease  for  Hoyiand  Nether  Urban  District 
was  2-84  per  1,000  of  the  population  which  was  more  than  four 
times  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  slightly  less  than 
four  times  higher  than  that  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative 
County. 

Measles*  The  fall  in  the  incidence  of  Measles  in  1956 
was  not  maintained  into  the  new  year  of  1957 — in  fact,  the 
incidence  jumped  again  to  a total  of  349  cases  for  the  whole 
year  giving  an  Attack  Rate  of  22-07.  This  Rate  is  much  higher 
than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country  and  the  disease  seems  to 
have  attacked,  principally,  the  children  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  10  years.  There  did  not  seem  to  be  any  resultant  morbidity 
amongst  the  patients  attacked.  It  appears  that  Measles  is 
showing  a very  high  incidence  every  alternate  year,  a fact  which 
is  very  difficult  to  explain.  Certainly  one  attack  should  protect 
the  patient  from  any  further  attack  and  it  might  be  that  it  is 
taking  a period  of  approximately  2 years  for  new  groups  of 
susceptibles  to  appear.  One  cannot  be  dogmatic  on  these  points 
but  it  would  appear  that  this  explanation  is  a reasonable  one. 
Measles  is  a serious  illness,  not  only  in  itself,  but  because  of 
the  unfortunate  complications  which  might  follow  an  attack. 
It  is  sometimes  difficult,  because  of  the  long  incubation  period 
of  the  disease,  to  maintain  strict  isolation  but  one  feels  that 
parents  of  children  suffering  from  the  disease  should  be  most 
anxious  that  these  children  should  be  kept  isolated  and  nursed 
carefully  until  the  family  doctor  is  satisfied  that  the  child  is 
no  longer  in  danger  of  acquiring  serious  complications.  The 
number  of  these  cases  could  be  kept  down  during  the  period 
that  the  disease  is  prevalent,  if  parents  would  only  take  the 
trouble  to  watch  out  for  the  early  symptoms  of  the  disease 
e.g.  coughing,  sneezing,  “running”  eyes  and  nose  and  put  the 
child  to  bed  and  keep  the  child  there  until  the  family  doctor 
has  pronounced  the  child  free  from  infection. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  were  only  3 cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  in  Hoyiand  during  the  year  and  records 
show  that  there  has  been  a steady  fall  in  the  incidence  for  the 
past  five  or  six  years.  As  I mention  in  my  introduction  to 
this  report,  in  all  probability  the  scheme  for  immunisation  against 
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Whooping  Cough  might  be  having  some  effect  on  the  incidence 
— at  least  we  hope  so.  It  is  rather  early  to  be  certain  but  the 
next  year  or  two  will  probably  give  us  a better  picture  of  the 
situation.  The  3 cases  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year; 
two  were  children  of  5 to  10  years  and  one  was  a baby  less  than 
twelve  months  old.  The  Attack  Rate  was  very  low  and  at 
0-18  per  1,000  of  the  total  population  it  compared  very  favour- 
ably with  that  for  the  rest  of  the  country.  Whooping  Cough 
is  one  of  those  childhood  ailments  which  many  parents  seem 
to  think  is  inevitable  in  every  child’s  life.  If  there  is  to  be 
considerable  mixing  together  of  the  population  and  considerable 
movements  amongst  the  population,  one  must  think  of  the 
exposure  to  infection  by  this  disease.  But  much  can  be  done 
if  precautions  are  taken — the  child,  to  begin  with,  can  be  im- 
munised which,  at  least,  would  limit  the  severity  of  the  attack 
and  secondly  the  parents  could  take  precautions  by  not  exposing 
the  child  to  infection  in  crowded  places  and  amongst  crowds 
generally.  The  first  symptoms  of  Whooping  Cough  are 
generally  the  cough  with  some  slight  Bronchitis  and  it  is  wise 
to  ask  the  advice  of  a doctor  when  such  symptoms  occur.  My 
advice  to  parents  is  to  call  in  the  family  doctor  and  to  do  exactly 
what  the  doctor  asks  them  to  do.  Like  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  can  leave  very  severe  after  effects.  Immunisation 
against  Whooping  Cough  can  be  obtained  at  the  Clinic  or 
from  the  family  doctor.  Parents  are,  no  doubt,  beginning 
to  realise  that  there  is  something  in  this  immunisation  business 
although  last  year  I was  sorry  to  see  that  there  were  30  fewer 
in  Hoyland  District  who  obtained  this  preventive  treatment  as 
compared  with  the  number  in  1956.  Only  101  received 
immunisation. 


Diphtheria.  Diphtheria  seems  to  be  only  of  academic 
interest  nowadays  in  these  parts.  It  is  at  least  10  years  since 
we  had  a case  in  Hoyland.  To  keep  this  happy  state  of  affairs, 
it  is  essential  that  the  level  of  immunisation  should  not  fall  and 
we,  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine,  are  all  anxious  to 
stimulate  lenewed  interest  in  this  preventive  measure  against 
Diphtheria.  I think  Diphtheria  was  the  beginning  of  the  im- 
munisation story  followed  by  Whooping  Cough  then  Tetanus 
and  now  Poliomyelitis.  The  first  three  need  not  be  given 
independently  but  combinations  of  two  can  be  given  at  suitable 
times.  One  begins  to  wonder  if  this  disease  is  being  overlooked 
just  because  there  are  no  cases  cropping  up  around  us.  It  is 
the  maintenance  of  a high  level  of  immunity  that  keeps  things 
this  way,  so  we  must  not  forget  about  it.  Parents  and 
guardians  should  make  sure  that  the  baby  is  immunised  very 
early  in  life — certainly  before  the  baby  is  twelve  months  old; 
another  “booster'’  dose  of  antigen  is  desirable  about  the  age 
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of  5 years  when  the  child  enters  school.  Thus  a firm  degree 
of  immunity  is  maintained.  During  the  year  under  review  only 
188  children  received  primary  protection  and  of  these,  158  were 
under  the  age  of  5 years  and  30  were  between  the  ages  of  5 
and  15  years.  A total  of  128  children  received  ‘‘booster’’  doses 
on  admission  to  school  at  the  age  of  5 years.  In  1956  I was 
happy  about  the  improvement  in  the  numbers  being  immunised 
against  Diphtheria  but  unfortunately  this  has  not  been  main- 
tained into  1957.  I want  to  appeal  now  to  parents  and 
guardians  of  all  children  to  give  this  matter  serious  consideration 
and  have  the  children  protected. 

Pneumonia.  There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  Pneumonia  notified  during  1957,  34  cases  compared 
with  40  in  1956.  The  incidence  of  the  disease  seemed  to  be 
spread  over  the  whole  year,  no  season  being  more  noticeably 
involved  than  any  other.  The  largest  number  of  cases 
occurred  in  the  age  group  45  to  65  years.  There  were  5 deaths 
from  Pneumonia  during  the  year,  2 male  and  3 female.  The 
Attack  Rate  for  the  district  was  2*15  per  1,000  of  the  population 
which  is  slightly  lower  than  that  for  the  previous  year. 

Poliomyelitis.  I have  to  report  that  during  1957  there 
were  no  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  in  Hoyland  Nether  Urban 
District.  The  Attack  Rate  for  the  paralytic  type  of  this  disease 
for  England  and  Wales  was  0-07  per  1,000  of  the  population 
and  for  the  West  Riding  Administrative  County  0-05.  The 
Rate  for  Non-Paralytic  type  was  0-04  and  0*01  respectively. 
During  the  year  the  scheme  for  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 
continued  and  became  quite  a topic  of  general  interest  to  every- 
one. 

Depending  upon  the  amount  of  vaccine  available  we 
dealt  with  selected  groups  of  those  already  registered  for 
vaccination.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  all  children  born 
between  1st  January  1947  and  31st  December,  1954.  The 
response  was  very  encouraging  but,  unfortunately,  in  the 
beginning  the  supply  of  vaccine  was  not  sufficient  to  permit  of 
all  registrations  being  dealt  with.  In  July,  the  Ministry  agreed 
to  include  for  registration  children  born  in  the  years  1955  and 
1956  and  if  they  were  at  least  six  months  old.  It  was  thought 
that  this  age  group  was  a particular  risk  so  far  as  Poliomyelitis 
was  concerned.  In  the  Division  a total  of  684  children  in  that 
age  group  were  registered  immediately.  Later  still  in  the  year 
it  was  decided  that  all  children  under  the  age  of  15  years, 
expectant  mothers,  general  medical  practitioners  and  their 
families,  ambulance  drivers  and  their  families  and  all  persons 
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in  the  Health  Service,  who  were  a particular  risk,  could  now 
register  for  vaccination.  Again  the  response  was  quite 
encouraging.  During  the  year  British  Vaccine  was  available 
in  limited  quantities  only  and  a total  of  2,843  received  protective 
treatment.  These  figures,  of  course,  are  for  the  Division  and 
not  for  Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District.  The  scheme  is  a 
divisional  one  and  it  is  difficult  to  break  down  statistics  for  each 
separate  constituent  county  district.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
5,470  were  still  awaiting  treatment  and  applications  were  being 
received  daily.  It  was  obvious  to  everyone  that  extra  supplies 
of  vaccine  had  to  be  obtained  somehow  and  towards  the  close 
of  the  year  we  received  notification  that  there  would  be  available 
in  January,  1958,  a supply  of  Salk  vaccine  prepared  in  Canada 
which  would  supplement  British  supplies. 

Influenza.  Although  Influenza  is  not  a notifiable 
disease  one  cannot  help  but  become  aware  of  its  presence  when 
it  reaches  epidemic  proportions.  I have  no  means  whatever 
of  obtaining  factual  statistics  of  cases  involved  but  by  studying 
figures  obtained  from  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  sickness 
claims,  the  numbers  of  absentees  from  school,  and  the  statement 
from  general  practitioners  about  the  exceptionally  heavy  visiting 
lists,  one  is  able  to  formulate  some  idea  as  to  the  size  of  the 
epidemic.  From  what  evidence  I have,  it  would  appear  that 
the  onset  of  the  epidemic  was  at  the  beginning  of  August  when 
one  or  two  cases,  typical  of  Influenza,  appeared  in  one  part  of 
the  Division.  I made  a point  of  obtaining  some  specimens  of 
blood,  and  throat  and  nose  swabs  from  the  patients  concerned 
and  these  were  immediately  dealt  with  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  report  I obtained  was  that  the  evidence  was 
in  favour  of  this  being  Influenza  of  the  Asian  Type.  The 
epidemic  seemed  to  come  along  quite  suddenly  after  this  and 
the  number  of  cases  increased  quite  rapidly  and  at  the  peak 
period,  which  was  approximately  during  the  third  week  of 
September,  we  were  having  approximately  1300  cases  a week. 
Towards  the  end  of  September  there  was  a sudden  decline 
in  the  incidence  and  by  early  December  the  wave  had  completely 
passed. 


I consider  that  the  type  of  infection  was  a rather  severe 
one  and  the  patient  seemed  to  be  rather  ill  for  a day  or  two. 
Generally  speaking  recovery  was  fairly  rapid  but  in  some  cases 
complications  such  as  Broncho-Pneumonia  intervened  and 
caused  serious  illness.  The  official  statement  made  was  that  it 
was  a “ a mild  infection”  but  I am  rather  inclined  to  think  that 
anything  which  makes  a person  seriously  ill  for  two  or  three  days 
should  be  treated  as  a serious  matter.  A supply  of  vaccine  was 
made  available  for  all  those  who  might  be  engaged  in  the  im- 
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mediate  care  of  those  affected  by  the  disease  e.g.  general 
medical  practicitioners,  nurses,  home  helps  etc.  The  small 
supply  which  I received  was  offered  to  all  at  risk  and  quite  a 
representative  number  availed  themselves  of  this  protective 
measure. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  during  the 
year  amounted  to  11,  an  increase  of  7 compared  with  1956. 
8 were  Pulmonary  and  3 Non-Pulmonary  in  type.  The  follow- 
ing table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  notified. 


Age  Group 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 — 5 years 

5 — 15  years  . . 

— 

— 

1 

1 

15 — 25  years  .. 

— 

1 

— 

1 

25 — 35  years  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45 — 65  years  . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

65  years  and  over 

1 

Totals 

5 

3 

1 

2 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1955,  or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  The  sharp 
decrease  of  notifications  experienced  in  1956  was  not  maintained 
into  1957,  although  the  overall  number  remains  lower. 

The  persistent  searching  for  all  contacts  with  positive 
cases  and  encouraging  them  to  be  examined  is  one  of  the  chief 
means  of  control.  Such  factors  as  miniature  mass  radiography 
of  the  chest  and  B.C.G.  Vaccination  schemes  also  play  an 
undoubted  prominent  part  in  the  prevention  of  the  disease.  I 
am  glad  to  report  that  a very  happy  relationship  exists  between 
my  department  and  that  of  the  Chest  Physician  in  Barnsley. 
I am  very  grateful  indeed  to  Dr.  Crowther  and  his  staff  for 
their  help  on  quite  a number  of  occasions.  We  have  had, 
during  1957,  the  uninterrupted  services  of  a full-time  Tuber- 
culosis Visitor  who  is  employed  exclusively  in  the  field  of 
prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Mrs.  Todd,  the  person  concerned, 
is  widely  experienced  in  this  work,  and,  the  fact  that  she  attends 
the  Chest  Clinic  and  sees  the  patient  there,  as  well  as  making 
domiciliary  visits  does  maintain  a useful  environmental  service. 
Thus,  there  is  a mutual  benefit  to  patient  and  department. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination.  The  scheme  for  vaccination  of  the 
13/14  year  old  school-children  with  B.C.G.  was  continued. 
During  the  year  in  the  schools  concerned,  in  the  Hoyland  Nether 
Urban  District,  119  children  were  tested  of  which  80  were 
found  to  be  susceptibles  and,  therefore,  suitable  for  vaccination. 
The  others  were  cases  where  at  some  period  in  life,  the  children 
had  already  met  with  the  germ  and  had  resisted  its  infection — 
they  were,  thus,  unsuitable  for  vaccination  by  B.C.G.  The  80 
susceptibles  were  duly  vaccinated. 

Whilst  we  were  testing  these  children,  we  gave  a final 
test  to  those  96  children  who  had  been  vaccinated  in  1956  to 
make  sure  that  they  had,  in  fact,  had  a successful  vaccination. 
I am  very  happy  to  report  that  all  except  one  very  doubtful 
case  had  been  successfully  protected. 


SCHOOLS 

Number 

Tested 

Positive 

Negative 

Number 

Vaccinated 

Kirk  Balk  Sec.  School 

118 

39 

79 

78 

St.  Helen’s  R.C.  School  

1 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

119 

39 

80 

80 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT 

There  was  no  occasion  to  use  the  provisions  of  Section 
47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  or  the  Amendment 
Act  of  1951  during  1957. 

FOOD  POISONING 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  was  no  food 
poisoning  reported  to  the  Department.  I would  like  to  think 
that  this  freedom  from  food  poisoning  is  due  to  a general 
improvement  in  the  hygiene  of  food  handling.  Certainly  there 
has  been  a very  marked  improvement  in  the  handling  of  food 
supplies  in  shops,  and  by  traders,  and  this  is  bound  to  reflect 
on  the  incidence  of  cases.  I hope  that  the  simple  rules  of 
personal  hygiene  will  be  adhered  to  so  that  there  will  be  no 
local  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  due  to  careless  handling  of 
food  in  the  home. 


HEALTH  EDUCATION 

The  education  of  the  public  on  matters  of  positive  health 
is  an  extremely  difficult  exercise,  which,  notwithstanding  all  the 
difficulties,  the  field  workers  in  the  health  team  have  continued 
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to  practise  throughout  the  year.  The  Health  Visitors,  for  in- 
stance, have  conducted  small  discussion  groups  at  Clinics  when 
subjects  like  Mothercraft  and  baby  care,  were  discussed.  In  the 
homes  and  Clinics  Health  Visitors  have  talked  about  such  ques- 
tions as  immunisation,  vaccination  and  many  other  factors  which 
have  a bearing  on  the  environmental  health  of  the  family.  There 
have  been  talks  in  schools  also,  and  it  is  encouraging  to  us 
all  in  the  department  to  know  that  the  general  public  are 
beginning  to  take  an  interest  in  these  things.  I would  like  to 
see  more  of  this  Health  Education  being  practised  and  I,  and 
my  staff,  are  always  willing  to  help  in  any  way  we  can.  I 
mentioned  in  my  report  of  1956  that  “Accidents  in  the  Home” 
was  a subject  which  was  occupying  our  minds  very  much  at 
the  moment.  I am  very  glad  to  report  that  during  the  year, 
interest  was  aroused  to  such  an  extent  that  a group  of  well- 
meaning  people  in  Hoyland,  ably  led  by  Councillor  Mrs.  M. 
Gillis,  decided  to  form  a Home  Safety  Committee.  This  body 
got  off  to  a very  good  start  with  Mrs.  Gillis  as  the  Secretary, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee,  Councillor  J.  Ashmore, 
taking  the  chair  of  the  committee  and  Mr.  H.  Skidmore,  our 
very  helpful  Housing  Manager,  contributing  much  to  the  smooth 
running  in  the  early  stages.  It  was  decided  that  the  committee 
would  be  embracing  enough  to  take  in  all  organisations  working 
for  the  welfare  of  the  citizens  within  the  township.  There  was 
no  limit,  therefore,  to  the  people  to  be  invited  to  serve.  It 
seemed  that  the  main  objective  of  the  Chairman  and  Secretary 
was  to  mobilise  all  sections  of  the  public  life  in  the  township 
to  pursue  this  business  of  Safety  in  the  Home.  At  the  end  of 
the  year,  the  committee  had  gone  as  far  as  preparing  the 
programme  of  events  for  the  following  year  and  I was  very 
happy  that  this  form  of  Health  Education,  at  least,  was  going 
to  be  a real  feature  in  the  township.  Another  point  in  Health 
Education  which  is  worth  mentioning  is  that  we  have  kept  up 
the  supply  of  posters  and  leaflets  to  Clinics  and  Schools  con- 
tinually keeping  abreast  of  improved  trends  in  Health  Education. 
To  me  it  is  obvious  that  people  are  noticing  these  posters  and 
reading  them,  and  also,  something  very  much  more  important, 
they  are  acting  on  the  advice  given. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES. 
Hospitals* 

The  General  Hospitals  in  Barnsley  and  Sheffield  serve 
the  Hoyland  district  and  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley  and  Lodge 
Moor,  Sheffield,  deal  with  Infectious  Diseases.  Maternity 
Cases  are  dealt  with  at  the  Hallamshire  Maternity  Home, 
Chapeltown,  the  St.  Helen’s  Hospital,  Barnsley  and  occasion- 
ally the  Princess  Royal  Maternity  Home,  Huddersfield. 
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Laboratory  Facilities* 

The  two  Public  Health  Service  Laboratories,  one  at 
Wakefield  and  one  at  the  City  General  Hospital,  Sheffield, 
carry  out  all  laboratory  work. 


Mortuary. 

Accommodation  is  available  at  the  Sanitary  Depot,  West 
Street,  Hoyland,  and  serves  the  whole  area. 


Ambulance  Service. 

The  Ambulance  Depot  at  Hoyland  provides  the  service 
for  the  area.  There  are  7 vehicles  based  there,  6 being  radio 
controlled.  With  the  installation  of  the  base  radio  transmitter 
at  Hoyland,  a direct  link  is  maintained  with  the  fleets  at  Wath, 
Maltby  and  South  Kirkby  and,  in  all,  the  Depot  Controller  has 
approximately  25  vehicles  available. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  district  is  served  by  the  Chest  Clinic  at  46,  Church 
Street,  Barnsley. 


Clinics. 

Below  are  tables  showing  the  various  Clinics  held  within 
the  Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District  and,  in  certain  cases, 
figures  indicating  the  number  of  attendances  during  1957. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES, 


Name  and  Address  of  Centre 
Name  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance. 

Day  and 
Time  of 
sessions 

Total  number  of 
attendances  during 
the  year 

HOYLAND 

Miner’s  Welfare  Institute 

Dr.  J.  Allott,  Miss  K.  Power, 

Tuesday 

p.m. 

Number  who 
attended  for 
first  time 
during 
1957 

Children 
up  to 

5 years 

250 

3,692 

HOYLAND  COMMON 

Christ  Church,  Hoyland  Road 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Simpson 

Thursday 

p.m. 

193 

1,926 
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ANTEr NATAL  AND  OTHER  CLINICS. 


Name  and  Address  of  Clinic 
Name  of  Doctor  and  Nurse 
in  attendance 

Day  and 
Time  of 
sessi  ons 

Total  number  of 
attendances 

HOYLAND 

Miner’s  Welfare  Institute 

Dr.  J.  D.  Fairclough,  Miss  K.  Power 

Monday 

p.m. 

289 

HOYLAND  COMMON 

Christ  Church,  Hoyland  Road 

Dr.  J.  H.  Fairclough 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Simpson 

Thursday 

p.m. 

82 

Other  Clinics  conducted  in  the  same  above  premises  are  : — 
Minor  Ailments  ; School  ; Ophthalmological  ; 

Group  Teaching  by  Mental  Health  Home  Teacher; 
Ante-Natal  Relaxation  Exercises  Clinics,  etc. 

Speech  Therapy  is  provided  at  a group  clinic  at  6,  Victoria 
Road,  Barnsley. 


HEALTH  VISITING. 


Hoyland  Common. 

Health  Visitor  Address 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Simpson  ...35,  Hill  Top  Road, 

Grenoside. 


Elsecar,  Platts  Common. 

Miss  K.  Power  ...11,  Wilkinson  Road, 

Elsecar. 


Hoyland. 

Miss  E.  Bates 
(Transferred  to 
Ecclesfield  1.6.57) 

Mrs.  B.  Robinson 
(Commenced  1.6.57) 


...232,  Badsley  Moor  Lane, 
Rotherham. 


...70,  Station  Road, 
Wombwell. 


Telephone  No. 
Ecclesfield  3219. 


Hoyland  3169. 


Rotherham  5598. 
Wombwell  2399 


During  the  year  the  Health  Visiting  duties  were  under- 
taken by  three  qualified  Health  Visitors  and  one  Assistant 
Health  Visitor.  Miss  Bates  who  had  been  working  in  the 
Hoyland  area  was  moved  to  the  Chapeltown  area  during  the 
year.  She  was  replaced  in  Hoyland  by  Mrs.  Robinson. 
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I have  to  report  that  these  Health  Visitors  paid  4,125 
visits  to  homes  in  the  area  during  the  year.  This  figure  is  some 
160  less  than  in  1956,  but  during  that  year  we  had  the  added 
services  of  another  Health  Visitor  whose  area  overlapped  into 
the  Hoyland  district. 

These  ladies  are  highly  qualified  officers  in  the  Health 
team  and  they  perform  an  important  work.  In  the  main,  they 
aim  to  teach  positive  health  to  all  members  of  the  families  they 
meet.  They  visit  expectant  mothers,  children  under  5 years 
of  age,  the  aged  persons  in  their  homes,  and  they  check  up 
on  all  homes  where  a Home  Help  is  employed  or  where  such 
practical  help  is  required.  They  are  also  the  link  between 
home  and  hospital,  maintaining  a close  working  liaison  with 
the  Almoners.  Much  of  the  Health  Visitors’  time  these  days 
is  taken  up  with  the  problems  of  the  Aged.  These  old  folks 
are  sometimes  sick  and  often  lonely.  It  is  the  Health  Visitor 
who  resolves  many  of  the  problems  in  such  cases.  There  are 
the  duties  in  schools  which  the  Health  Visitor  performs.  She 
carries  out  the  routine  hygiene  surveys  and  assists  the  School 
Medical  Officer  at  medical  inspections.  In  this  way  she  can 
pass  on  valuable  information  about  families  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer.  The  environmental  background  is  very 
important  when  dealing  with  problems  in  the  school  health 
service.  The  Health  Visitor  is  the  principal  worker  in  the 
field  of  Health  Education. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICES, 

The  staff  performing  the  Midwifery  Services  in  Hoyland 
Nether  Urban  District  remains  unaltered.  I have  a great  respect 
for  the  admirable  work  these  two  ladies  do  and  I have  to 
acknowledge  the  high  standard  of  work  performed  in  the  course 
of  their  duties.  These  two  ladies  seem  to  have  the  confidence 
of  the  expectant  mothers  and  they  conduct  small  group  meetings 
when  they  explain  the  various  problems  of  personal  health  and 
ways  and  means  of  remaining  fit  during  the  ante-natal  period. 
They  conduct  classes  for  relaxation  exercises  and  give  talks  on 
mothercraft  and  generally  make  themselves  the  confidantes  of 
the  expectant  mothers.  Both  possess  cars  and  each  is  qualified  to 
administer  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  and  are  provided  with  a 
machine  for  that  purpose.  During  the  year  these  Midwives 
attended  1 1 6 confinements,  exactly  the  same  number  as  in 
1956.  They  attended  101  cases  in  the  capacity  of  Midwives 
and  15  as  Maternity  Nurses.  Of  all  the  cases  they  attended  73 
received  the  benefits  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 


HOME  NURSING. 


Home  Nursing  in  the  Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District 
is  carried  out  by  the  following  Nurses:  — 

Hoyland  Nether. 


Home  Nurse  Address 

Mrs.  M.  Bramley  ...16,  Mell  Avenue, 

Hoyland. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Trevithick... 24,  Lilac  Crescent, 
(commenced  10.3.57)  Hoyland. 

(resigned  6.2.58) 


Telephone  No. 
Hoyland  2181. 

Hoyland  3307 


Hoyland  Common. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Radcliffe  ...17,  South  Road,  High  Green  325. 

High  Green. 

Mrs.  B.  J.  Briggs  ...60,  Kirk  Balk,  Hoyland  3371. 

(nee  Jow)  Hoyland. 


During  the  year  the  establishment  of  Home  Nurses  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  district.  Calls  on  the  service 
increased  during  the  year  but  at  no  time  was  the  demand  so 
great  that  the  staff  was  not  able  to  deal  with  the  situation. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  Nurse  is  becoming  a very 
important  member  of  the  Health  Team  in  that  she  is  giving  to 
the  patients  in  the  home  that  expert  nursing  attention  which  the 
patient  comes  to  expect  in  hospital.  Not  only  do  these  nurses 
give  the  benefit  of  their  nursing  training  but  they  possess  that 
particular  skill  of  nursing  the  patient  in  the  home.  It  is  not 
every  well-trained  nurse  who  is  capable  of  doing  nursing  in 
the  patient’s  home.  There  is  a difference  and  I am  glad  to  say 
that  the  Home  Nurses  in  Hoyland  are  so  trained  and  efficient. 
There  was  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work  performed  by  the 
nurses  during  the  year  when  they  made  a total  of  10,353  visits, 
quite  an  increase  compared  with  the  6,999  visits  made  in  1956. 


FOR  INFORMATION. 
NURSING  STAFF  AS  AT  1st  JULY,  1958. 


Health  Visitors. 

Name 

Address 

Telephone  No. 

Miss  K.  Power 

...11,  Wilkinson  Road, 

Elsecar. 

Hoyland  3169. 

Mrs.  D.  M.  Simpson 

...35,  Hill  Top  Rd., 

Ecclesfield  3219 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Mellard 

Grenoside. 

...30,  Knowle  Beck  Lane, 

(Part  time  Assistant) 

Wombwell. 
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Home  Nurses. 

Mrs.  M.  Bramley 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Radcliffe 

Mrs.  A.  M.  O’Hara 
(commenced  17.6.58) 
Midwives. 

M;ss  N.  Walker 
Mrs.  J.  Wright 


...16,  Mell  Avenue. 
Hoyland. 

...17,  South  Road, 

High  Green. 

24,  Lilac  Crescent, 
Hoyland. 

...8,  Skiers  Hall,  Elsecar. 

...35,  Tinker  Lane, 

Hoyland  Common. 


Hoyland  2181. 

High  Green  325. 
Hoyland  3307. 

Hoyland  3104. 
Hoyland  2249. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  the  provision  of 
domestic  help  continued  very  satisfactorily.  It  is  a very  positive 
method  of  providing  social  welfare  and  my  impression  is  that  it 
is  a service  most  thankfully  received  by  those  who  require  it. 
The  type  of  cases  dealt  with  are  more  or  less  the  same  from 
year  to  year  although  there  is  a tendency  to  an  increase  of  usage 
by  the  aged  and  infirm.  The  number  of  aged  persons  in  any 
one  area  is  increasing  every  year  and  it  is  only  natural  that 
there  will  be  an  increased  demand  on  such  a social  service. 
We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  provide  it  and  we  know  from  our 
experience  that  the  old  folks  are  very  much  happier  for  this 
service.  Maternity  work  is  the  first  priority  in  the  claim  for 
domestic  help  and  we  have  always  been  able  to  provide  that 
help  whenever  it  was  required.  I always  include  in  my  report, 
a tribute  to  the  very  fine  work  these  domestic  helps  perform. 
They  are  devoted  to  their  job  and  their  contribution  to  the 
comfort  and  general  welfare  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  work 
is  immeasurable.  I am  grateful  for  all  they  do  and  I have  no 
doubt  that  the  district,  generally,  is  grateful  too.  During  1957 
a total  of  25,132  domestic  help  hours  were  provided  in  the 
Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District.  In  all  36  domestic  helps  were 
employed  attending  homes  of  119  cases.  Of  the  total  59  were 
continued  cases  from  1956  and  the  remainder  were  new  cases. 


The  types  of  cases  where  the  Domestic  Help  Service 
was  made  available  are  classified  as  follows 


Maternity  Cases 

...  16 

Tuberculosis  

1 

General  Cases,  over  65  years  ... 

...  92 

General  Cases,  under  65  years  ... 

...  8 

Others  ...  

...  2 

119 
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DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS. 


Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

WORTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT: 

Clinic,  Parish  Hall, 

Oughtibridge 

Thursday 

2—4  p.m.  j 

Clinic,  Brightholmlee  Chapel, 

Whamcliffe  Side  .... 

• - ■ . . ~ ■ * 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

i 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Clinic,  Memorial  Hall, 

Worrall  

Alternate  Tuesdays 

i 

2—4  p(.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall, 

Chapeltown  

Wednesday 

J 

jj 

11 — 12  a.m.  ' 
2 — 4 p.m. 

Clinic,  Methodist  Chapel,  ... 

High  Green  

Tuesday 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Clinic,  Gatty  Memorial  Hall, 
Ecclesfield  ... 

Monday 

Thursday 

2 — 4 p.m. 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Scout  Hall,  G renoside  

Thursday 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre 

Scout  Hall,  Tankersley  

Alternate  Mondays 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  St.  Paul’s  Inst. 
Wheata  Road,  Sheffield,  5 

Tuesday 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Knowle  Top,  Stannington 

Wednesday 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Congregational  Church,  Loxley  . . . 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

STOCKSBRIDGE  URBAN 

DISTRICT: 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

British  Hall,  Stocksbridge 

Tuesday 

Friday 

10 — 12  a.m. 
1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 
10 — 12  a.m. 

PENISTONE  URBAN  DISTRICT: 
Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Shrewsbury  Road,  Penistone 

Monday 

2-4  p.m. 

Mr.  A.  Dyson, 

Town  End,  Thurlstone 

During  Shop  Hours 

PENISTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT: 
Child  Welfare  Centre 

Golf  Club,  Cawthorne  

Wednesday 

1-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Private  House  and  Shop, 

Mrs.  Laycock,  Grag  Lyn, 
Thurgoland  

On  application  at 
House  or  Shop 
(Except  Sundays) 

Stocksbridge  Co-op  Society, 

Crane  Moor,  Sheffield  

During 

Shop  hours 

. A 
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Address  of  Premises 

Days 

Times 

HOYLAND  NETHER  URBAN 

DISTRICT: 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Church  Schoolroom, 

Hoyland  Common 

Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Miner’s  Welfare  Hall,  Hoyland  . . 

Thursday 

Tuesday 

2 — 4 p.m. 

11—12  a.m. 
2—4  p.m. 

The  distribution  of  welfare  foods  in  the  Hoyland  Nether 
Urban  District  for  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December, 
1957,  was  as  follows  : — 

National  Dried  Milk — 3,008  tins. 

Cod  Liver  Oil — 1,589  bottles. 

Vitamin  A & D Tablets — 738  (Packets  of  45). 

Orange  Juice — 11,001  bottles. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply* 

The  water  in  this  district  is  supplied  by  the  Dearne 
Valley  Water  Board  which  is  composed  of  constituent 
authorities  in  the  Dearne  Valley. 


The  water  supplied  by  the  Board  is  pure  and  wholesome. 
All  the  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  public  water 
mains  to  a sink  inside  each  house.  There  are  no  public  stand 
pipes.  During  the  year  a number  of  complaints  were  received 
of  services  being  “furred  up.”  In  most  cases  new  ferrules  to 
the  mains  and  pressure  cleaning  was  found  to  be  sufficient  in 
order  to  provide  an  adequate  supply. 


The  only  extensions  of  the  service  were  to  approximately 
107  new  Council  houses  and  5 privately  built  houses. 

Although  there  were  drought  weather  conditions  which 
affected  neighbouring  water  authorities  the  Board  was  able  to 
maintain  an  adequate  water  supply.  This  fact  was  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  the  excellent  response  of  house-holders,  to 
appeals  for  non-wastage  of  water. 

Regular  sampling  of  the  domestic  water  supplies  for  both 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  satisfactory  results  were  obtained. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

My  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  as  follows:  — 

“There  are  no  rivers  within  the  Urban  area.  For  some 
time  now  however,  the  Council  has  been  concerned  with  the 
stream  which  enters  the  Elsecar  Reservoir  via  the  Harley 
Parish  of  the  Rotherham  Rural  District  Council. 


Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  stream  as  it  enters  the 
Urban  District  and  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  reservoir 
reveal  similar  amounts  of  gross  pollution  by  faecal  coli 
( 180  + per  100  ml.). 

The  stream  as  it  runs  from  the  Wortley  Rural  District 
Council  boundary  travels  somewhat  less  than  one  mile  in  the 
Rotherham  Rural  District  Council  area  before  it  enters  the 
Hoyland  Nether  Urban  District  Council  boundary  at  the 
Elsecar  Reservoir,  picking  up  on  its  way  the  effluents  from  the 
Harley  and  Wentworth  Sewage  Works  belonging  to  the 
Rotherham  Rural  District  Council. 
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In  order  to  pin-point  the  source  of  the  pollution  f enlisted 
the  collaboration  of  my  colleague  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  of  the  Wort  ley  Rural  District  Council  who  kindly 
obtained  a sample  of  water  from  the  stream  as  it  left  the 
Wortley  Rural  District  Council  boundary  and  entered  the 
Rotherham  Rural  District  Council  area.  This  sample  upon 
examination  proved  to  be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

I then  asked  for  the  co-operation  of  my  colleague  the 
Chief  Inspector  of  the  Rotherham  Rural  District  Council,  who 
without  hesitation,  kindly  carried  out  a comprehensive  survey 
of  both  banks  of  the  stream  as  it  passed  through  Ins  area.  He 
reported  that  in  no  case  had  it  been  found  that  crude  sewage 
was  being  discharged  into  the  stream  from  buildings  in  the  area, 
and  so  far  as  it  could  be  ascertained  it  only  received  the  effluents 
from  the  two  sewage  works. 

The  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board 
was  then  contacted  who  caused  investigations  to  be  carried  out. 
The  Chief  Inspector  kindly  let  me  have  a copy  of  an  analysis 
carried  out  on  a sample  of  the  stream  water  taken  by  his 
department.  Without  giving  the  analysis  details,  the  remarks 
column  reads,  presumptive  B Coll,  140,000  per  ml.  Total 
bacteria  developing  at  20°  C = 280,000  per  ml.  The  Chief 
Inspectors  refers  to  the  effluents  as  being  of  good  quality.’ 

We,  .in  the  department  are  not  very  happy  about  this. 
The  -chief  worry  is  that  Elsecar  Reservoir  becomes,  on  occasion, 
a minor  Lido — particularly  in  summer.  This  inflow  of  large 
numbers  of  B Coli  does  impress  us  as  a possible  danger  to 
numbers  of  residents  who  bathe  away  quite  unconcernedly 
despite  the  department’s  advice  not  to-  do  so. 

Rainfall  and  Temperature  for  1957, 

The  following  information  relating  to  sewerage  and 
sewage  disposal,  rainfall  and  temperature  etc.  is  supplied  by  the 
Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (L.  K.  G.  Barraclough,  Esq.). 

Month.  Rainfall.  Max.  Temp.  Min.  Temp. 


January  

2-66 

49 

26 

February  ........ 

..........  3-84 

46 

26 

March  

.........  2*94 

58 

32 

April  

0-10 

58 

30 

May  

1-07 

58 

36 

June  

3T8 

82 

42 

July  

3-13 

72 

48 

30 

Month.  Rainfall.  Max.  Temp.  Min.  Temp. 

August  9*81  74  43 

September  6*27  58  40 

October  1*10  58  34 

November  2*45  48  26 

December  2*74  48  20 


Tempera/ture  taken  in  the  shade  with  a Fahrenheit 
Thermometer  at  Elsecar  Sewage  Works  170  feet  above  sea 
level.  Readings  taken  at  9 a.m.  each  day  for  the  previous 
24  hours. 


Hottest  Day  1956  16th  September 69° 

Hottest  Day  1957  29th  June  82° 

Coldest  Day  1956  2nd  & 3rd  February  12° 

Coldest  Day  1957  4th  December  20° 


Greatest  rainfall  for  one  month  1956 — August  9-07  ins. 

Greatest  rainfall  for  one  month  1957 — August  9-81  ins. 

Total  Rainfall — 1956  36-32  ins. 

Total  Rainfall — 1957  39-29  ins. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

A satisfactory  effluent  is  being  maintained  at  both  Short- 
wood  and  Elsecar  Works  and  in  consequence  no  complaints 
have  arisen  from  the  inspection  carried  out  by  the  Rivers 
Board. 


Regular  emptying  of  cesspools  at  Footrill,  Distillery 
Side  and  Tingle  Bridge  is  being  carried  out. 

Apart  from  normal  maintenance  occasioned  by  blockage 
the  sewerage  system  is  working  satisfactorily.  The  number  of 
drains  cleared  by  the  Department  during  the  year  is  as  follows : 

Private  Drains  .... 

Housing  Schemes 
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131 

19 


Closet  Accommodation, 

The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  the 
various  types  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  in  use  in  the  district 


at  the  close  of  the  year:  — 

Type.  No. 

Water  Closets  5623 

Waste  Water  Closets  2 

Privies  1 

Pail  Closets  10 


Total  5636 


One  privy  and  one  waste  water  closet  were  replaced  by 
water  closets. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE, 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  and  trade  refuse  is 
carried  out  by  direct  labour,  the  staff  consisting  of  one  foreman, 
three  motor  drivers,  twelve  loaders,  one  salvage  worker  and  one 
tipman. 

No  change  was  made  in  the  Transport  of  the  department 
during  the  year  and  at  the  31st  March,  1958,  it  was  as  follows  : - 

No.  2 Motor — Karrier  CK,  3.  10  cubic  yards.  All  steel  side 

(Reg.  1/2/49)  loading  body. 

No.  5 Motor — Karrier  CK  3.  10  cubic  yards.  All  steel  side 

(Reg.  9/2/49)  loading  body. 

No.  6 Motor — Shelvoke  & Drewry  Limited.  16 — 18  cubic 
yards.  All  steel  rear  loading  body.  Fore  and  Aft  Tipper. 

(Reg.  18/4/53). 

A new  13  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle  was  placed 
on  order  during  the  year. 

Generally  speaking  the  year  has  again  been  a fairly  good 
one.  Falls  of  snow  occurred  and  the  cleansing  staff  together 
with  the  vehicles  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  in  order  to  assist  in  the  removal  of  the  snow. 

The  sickness  rate  reached  a new  high  during  the  year, 
much  of  it  as  a result  of  Influenza.  In  all,  3,732  hours  were 
lost  out  of  a total  possible  of  41,184.  Expressed  as  a percent- 
age of  the  total  possible  hours  that  could  have  been  worked, 
the  rate  is  9*06%. 

However,  in  spite  of  difficulties  the  department  in  general 
did  well  and  credit  is  due  to  the  workmen  for  doing  a good  job, 
sometimes,  in  difficult  circumstances. 
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Disposal* 

The  refuse  from  the  township  is  tipped  at  Milton  Tip 
and  the  method  adopted  is  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  requirements.  Quite  a large  area  of  the  tipped  site 
is  now  available  for  use  as  a playing  field  and  one  would  like 
to  see  further  developments  there  for  the  provision  of  a recre- 
ation ground.  I am  informed  that  it  would  not  require  a great 
deal  of  engineering  effort,  nor  expense,  to  provide  this  desirable 
amenity  for  the  township. 

One  will  have  to  think  in  the  foreseeable  future,  about 
alternative  means  of  refuse  disposal.  It  is  suggested  the  ideal, 
would  be  incineration.  Such  a scheme  would  involve  selection 
of  materials,  taking  out  the  various  items  which  constitute  the 
refuse,  capitalising  those  which  had  a marketable  value  and 
totally  destroying  those  which  had  not.  This  ambitious  project 
will  require  a tremendous  amount  of  careful  thought. 

Collection. 

Details  of  the  collection  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse 
are  given  in  the  following  tables:  — 


TABLE  VI* 
Refuse  Receptacles. 


Ward 

Privy 

Middens 

Pails 

Dustbins 

Total 

Hoyland  . . 

— 

— 

1844 

1844 

Hoyland  Common 

— 

1 

1264 

1265 

St.  Peter’s  . . 

1 

— 

1024 

1025 

Elsecar  . . 

\ 

— 

9 

1293 

1302 

Totals 

1 

10 

5425 

5436 

TABLE  VII. 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 


Receptacles 

No.  Emptied 

No.  of  Loads 

Estimated  Weight 

Dustbins  . . 

235880 

2487 

T.  C.  0. 

8099  8 0 

Privy  Middens 

10 

3 

7 10  0 

Pails 

514 

15 

37  10  0 

Total 

236404 

2505 

8144  8 0 

Trade  Refuse 

4470 

722 

505  8 0 

Grand  Total 

240870 

3227 

8649  16  0 
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Dustbins  were  emptied  on  an  average  of  44  times  during 
the  year.  Pails  were  emptied  52  times  and  privies  10  times. 

During  the  year  500  dustbins  were  issued  for  all 
purposes.  Of  these,  258  were  issued  to  Council  houses,  233  to 
privately  owned  properties  and  9 for  trade  refuse  purposes 
Under  the  terms  of  Section  75(3)  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  the  Council  are  permitted  to  accept  the  responsibility  of 
supply  and  maintenance  of  dustbins.  During  1957  the  cost 
amounted  to  £ 1,023/1 2/ lOd. 

Based  on  the  estimated  weight,  the  weight  of  house 
refuse  collected  per  1,000  population  per  day  was  equal  to 
29-97  cwts.  The  following  statement  shows  the  comparative 


figure  for  the  past  five  years. 

1953 

22-28 

cwts. 

1954 

26-20 

tt 

1955 

26-90 

tt 

1956 

29.00 

t t 

1957 

29-97 

tt 

Details  of  Refuse  Collection  Costs 
for  the  Year  Ending  31st  March,  1958. 

£ s d. 

6182  12  11 
217  11  2 

41  8 7 

1514  3 10 
47  13  6 

171  10  0 
699  6 4 
240  17  5 
390  12  5 

70  0 0 
210  17  0 
21  19  9 
89  8 7 

18  16  7 
18  9 0 


9935  7 1 
57  0 0 


...  £9878  7 1 


Item. 

W ages  ...  ... 

National  Insurance 

Superannuation 

Drivers’  Wages 

National  Insurance 

Superannuation 

Licences  and  Insurances  ... 

Petrol,  Oil,  etc. 

Repairs  to  motors,  wages 
Repairs  to  motors,  materials 
Painting  of  Vehicles 
Depreciation  of  vehicles  ... 

Tools  and  Implements 
Protective  clothing 
Fuel,  light,  water 
Trade  refuse  bins 

Gross  Cost 
Income 

Nett  Cost 
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Details  of  Refuse  Disposal  and  Salvage  Costs 
Year  Ending  31st  March,  1958* 


Wages 

National  Insurance  ... 
Superannuation 

Tools  and  Implements 

Maintenance 

Rent,  Rates  etc. 

Baling  wire,  etc. 

Loan  Charges 

Gross  Costage 

Revenue  from  salvage  sales 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

1629  4 2 
35  8 8 

2 5 6 

1666  18  4 

2 3 4 

5 0 0 
32  9 1 

39  12  5 


1706  10  9 
1388  10  7 


£318  0 2 


Departmental  Revenue, 


The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  the  Department’s 
revenue  obtained  during  the  year. 


T.  C.  Q. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

(a) 

Refuse  Collection, 

Trade  refuse  charges 

— 

57 

0 

0 

(b) 

Refuse  Disposal, 

Tipping  Fees 

— 

7 

7 

0 

(c) 

Salvage, 

Baled  Waste  Paper 

159  12  2 

1386 

10 

7 

Ferrous  Metals 

— 

String 

— 

— 

Shoppery 

6 0 

2 

0 

0 

Rags 

— 

— 

159  18  2 

£1452 

17 

7 
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Public  Cleansing  Service  Costs 
for  the  Year  Ending  31st  March,  1958. 


Item  Particulars 

Collection 

Disposal 

Totals 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Revenue  Account 

1 

Gross  Expenditure 

(i)  Labour 

6442 

1667 

8109 

(ii)  Transport 

3345 

— 

3345 

(iii)  Plant,  equipment,  land,  and  buildings  149 

39 

188 

(iv)  Other  items 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Total  gross  expenditure 

9936 

1706 

11642 

2 

Gross  Income 

38 

1415 

1453 

3 

Nett  Cost 

9898 

291 

10189 

Unit  Costs 

s.  d. 

s.  d, 

s,  d, 

4 

Gross  Cost  per  ton  labour  only 

14  10 

3 10 

18  8 

5 

Gross  Cost  per  ton  Transport  only 

7 9 

— 

7 9 

6 

Nett  Cost  (all  expenditure)  per  ton 

22  11 

8 

23  7 

i ' i.  c 

£ 

£ 

£ 

7 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000  population 

626 

18 

644 

8 

Nett  Cost  per  1,000  premises 

1861 

55 

1916 

Operational  Statistics. 

9 

Area  (Statute  acres)  land  and  inland  water  

1,999 

10 

Population  at  30th  June,  1957  

15,810 

11 

Total  refuse  collected  (tons)  

8,650 

12 

Weight  (cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

365  days  in  the  year  

29-97 

13 

Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 

is  collected 

5,317 

14 

Premises  from  which  daily  collection  is 

made  

nil 

15 

Frequency  of  collection  

8 days 

16 

Kerbside  collection,  if  practised,  expressed  as  estimated 

percentage  of  total  collection  

— 

17 

Methods  of  Disposal 

(a)  Crude  Tipping  

— 

(b)  Controlled  Tipping  

100% 

(c)  Direct  incineration  

— 

(d)  Separation  and  controlled  tipping  . 

— 

(e)  Other  Methods  

— 

36 
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The  Commodity  salvaged  and  disposed  of  during  1957 
was  principally  waste  paper.  There  was  a small  amount, 
roughly  6 — 7 cwts  of  mixed  salvage,  e.g.  cloth  clippings,  which 
was  also  collected  and  sold.  The  total  weight  of  paper  disposed 
of  was  159  tons,  12J  cwts.,  which  was  approximately  two  tons 
less  than  in  1956.  The  value  of  this  commodity  was  also 
reduced  to  £1 ,386/10/7d.  compared  with  £1,409  in  1956. 
The  explanation  for  this  falling  off  in  gross  amount  collected 
was  that  during  the  year  the  firm  contracting  to  purchase  our 
waste  paper  e.g.  Thames  Board  Mills  Limited,  imposed  some 
limitation  on  the  quantities  of  material  they  could  take.  The 
restriction  remained  with  us  for  most  of  the  year  and  the  best 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  could  do,  was  to  get  an 
increase  in  quota  but  not  complete  abolition  of  the  restriction. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT, 


Housing. 

No.  of 

Nature  of  Inspection. 

Visits  paid. 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

394 

Verminous  Premises 

12 

Miscellaneous  Housing 

Ill 

Housing  Works  in  Progress 

71 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings 

3 

Caravans 

30 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 

Slaughterhouses 

103 

Other  Premises 

2 

Butchers 

27 

Fishmonger  and  Poulterers  ... 

27 

Grocers 

36 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

18 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

39 

Milk — Bacteriological  Examination 

7 

Food  and  Drugs 

32 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ... 

3 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

17 

Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

19 

Restaurants 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

22 

Bakehouses 

7 

Hawkers 

39 

Licensed  Premises 

8 

38 


No.  of 
Visits  paid. 


Nature  of  Inspection. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Inquiries  and  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

General* 


Water  Supply 

• • • • • • 

39 

Drainage 

• t « • • • 

45 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

• • • • • • 

3 

Factories 

• • • • • • 

22 

Workshops  ... 

• • • • • • 

31 

Public  Conveniences 

• • • » * • 

7 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

3 

Refuse  Collection 

• • • • • • 

19 

Refuse  Disposal 

• • • • • • 

24 

Rats  and  Mice 

• • • • • • 

120 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

22 

Interviews 

• • • • • • 

...  831 

Salvage 

• • • • • • 

13 

Schools 

• • • • • • 

6 

Shops 

• • • • • • 

28 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

• • ♦ . . . 

...  391 

Total  No.  of  Inspections  ...  2698 


The  following  Table  shows  the  action  taken  to  secure 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  and  the  removal  of  conditions 
prejudicial  to  health. 


Number  of  Notices  Served. 


Notices 

Out- 

standing 

31/12/56 

Number 

Served 

Complied 

with 

Work  done 
by  L.A. 
in  default 

Out- 

standing 

31/12/57 

Informal 

27 

52 

49 

— 

30 

Statutory 

42 

22 

41 

— 

23 

Totals  . . 

69 

74 

90 

— 

53 

39 


During  the  year,  353  complaints  were  reported  as 
follows  : — 


Nature  of  Complaint. 
Dilapidations 
Choked  Drains 
Choked  Street  Gully 
Choked  Sewers 
Defective  Drains 
Rats  and  Mice 
Verminous  Premises 
Defective  W.C.  Pedestal 
Defective  W.C.  Cisterns 
Water  in  Cellar  ...  . 
Miscellaneous 
Cockroaches 

Defective- Sinks  

Insufficient  Water  Supply 
Defective-Cellar  Drain 
Smells  ...  ... 


No.  received. 


34 

119 

4 

5 

3 

57 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 
105 

1 

12 

1 

2 


353 


• O C Cl  . . u . 

HOUSING. 

During  the  year  250  houses  were  inspected  for  housing 
defects.  A total  of  394  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 
At  all  times  constant  attention  was  paid  by  my  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  his  staff  to  the  repair  and  general  good 
maintenance  of  dwelling  houses. 

Altogether  1 1 dwelling  houses  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  and  239  were  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  1 1 houses 
during  the  year.  In  the  same  period  a total  of  43  houses  were 
demolished  as  a result  of  previous  demolition  orders  being  made. 

Housing  Act,  1949. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954. 

There  were  16  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in 
connection  with  16  houses  during  1957.  The  total  amount  of 
Improvement  Grants  made  was  £2,261  /10/0d.  This  figure  isf 
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an  increase  compared  with  the  1956  figures  and  would  indicate 
a steady  increase  in  the  determination  of  property  owners,  and 
occupiers  to  upgrade  the  standard  of  their  own  housing 
conditions.  It  is  very  encouraging  and  we  hope  this  outlook 
on  housing  will  continue. 


Building  Byelaws. 

Plans  passed  by  the  Council  during  the  year  amounted 
to  43.  They  are  classified  as  under:  — 

Dwellinghouses  ...  ...  ...  22 


Bungalows  ... 

House  and  Garage 
Bungalow  and  Surgery 
Hotel 


7 

1 

1 


The  remainder  of  the  plans  include  National  Coal  Board 
developments,  Yorkshire  Electricity  Board  Overhead  lines. 
Garages  and  extensions  to  existing  properties. 


Plans  were  approved  for  182  temporary  buildings  which 
included  Garages,  Garden  Huts,  Tool  Sheds,  for  Council  owned 
properties. 


Rent  Act,  1957. 

This  Act  became  operative  on  6th  July,  1957,  and  the 
implementation  of  its  various  provisions  involved  the  staff  of 
the  Health  Department  in  a great  deal  of  exacting  work.  They 
carried  out  the  duties  very  satisfactorily  and  I am  glad  to  think 
that  some  of  the  properties  concerned  have  improved  in  con- 
sequence. This  Act  involves  quite  a lot  of  issuing  and  receiving 
notices/applications,  checking  them  and  in  turn  issuing  others 
to  complete  the  procedures.  Briefly  and  in  statistical  form  there 
is  set  out  below  a statement  of  the  work  involved : — 

Form  “G” 

(Notice  by  tenant  to  Landlord  of  Defects  of  Repair) 

No.  Issued  ...  575 


Form  "V9 

(Application  to  Local  Authority  by  Tenant  for  Certificate 
of  Disrepair) 

No.  Issued  ...  74 

No.  Returned  ...  61 
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Form  T 

(Notice  by  Local  Authority  to  Landlord  of  proposal  to 
issue  a Certificate  of  Disrepair) 

No.  Served  ...  57 

Form  K” 


(Llndertaking  by  Landlord  to  remedy  Defects  proposed 
to  be  included  in  Certificate  of  Disrepair) 

No.  Issued  ...  23 

No.  Received  ...  31 

Form  “L” 

(Certificate  of  Disrepair) 

No.  Issued  ...  19 

Form  “M” 


(Landlords  application  for  the  cancellation  of  Certificate 
of  Disrepair) 

No.  Received  ...  5 

Form  "N” 

(Local  Authorities  notice  to  tenant  of  proposal  to  cancel 
Certificate  of  Disrepair) 

No.  Issued  ...  5 


FOOD  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955* 

Sausage  and  Cooked  Meats* 

There  are  fifteen  premises  registered  under  the  provisions 
of  Section  16  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages 
or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 

Ice  Cream. 

Three  applications  were  received  during  the  year  to  retail 
ice  cream  from  shop  premises  making  a total  of  52  premises  now 
registered. 

Twenty  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  grading  and  were 
classified  as  follows  : — 


Provisional  Grade. 

Number. 

1 ...  ...  ...  ... 

13 

2 

» » » •••  •••  ••• 

5 

3 

-w'  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

4 

i •••  • • • •••  • • • 

1 

42 


There  seems  to  be  an  increasing  amount  of  pre-packed 
Ice-Cream  sold  now-a-days.  It  is  a desirable  custom  and  one 
would  like  to  see  it  generally  used.  If  it  is  good  Ice-Cream  it 
is  a good  food.  Because  it  is  a food  then  it  should  be  handled 
with  every  care  so  far  as  personal  hygiene  is  concerned. 

There  is  a “by”  problem — the  litter  nuisance  is  increased 
by  the  careless  dropping  on  the  highway  of  the  empty  cartons 
and  paper  etc.  Pre-packing  of  Ice-Cream  does  increase  this 
nuisance.  Are  litter  bins  strategically  placed  the  answer?  Or 
is  it  more  education  in  good  citizenship  that  is  required?  Some 
traders  help  by  providing  receptacles  for  litter  paper  and  they 
are  to  be  congratulated  for  this  contribution  to  a tidier  township. 


The  classification  of  the  various 

food 

shop 

s,  licensed 

premises,  etc.  are  as  follows:  — 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

8 

Cafes  and  Canteens  

• • • 

9 

Grocers  and  General  Mixed  Stores 

79 

Retail  Fishmonger  

• . • 

1 

Fried  Fish  Fryers  

10 

Sweet  and  Ice  Cream  Retailers 

• • • 

45 

Butchers  

• • • 

22 

Flour  Miller  

• • • 

1 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturer 

• • • 

1 

Greengrocers  

• • • 

12 

Licensed  Premises  

• • • 

22 

Licensed  Clubs  

• « • 

7 

Wholesale  Grocers  

• • • 

1 

Since  the  dismantling  of  the  Council’s  refuse  destructor  all  con- 
demned foods  have  been  disposed  of  by  burial  on  the  refuse 
disposal  tips. 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955* 

These  Regulations  replace  and  extend  the  control  exer- 
cised by  Local  Authorities  over  Food  Establishments  which 
control  was  previously  exercised  under  Sect.  13  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act,  1938.  They  apply  to  a much  wider  range  of 
premises  including  Canteens,  clubs,  schools,  hospitals  and 
Institutions  as  well  as  food  shops.  There  is  no  doubt  the  public 
are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  the  dangers  of  unclean 
and  untidy  methods  in  food  handling  or  purveying.  Shop 
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keepers  and  retailers  as  well  as  Hawkers  are  all  doing  what 
they  can  to  help.  Licensed  premises  in  the  township  are  all 
provided  with  proper  bar  sinks  with  hot  and  cold  running 
water.  Food  shops  have  the  same  facilities  and  Hawkers 
provide  on  their  respective  vehicles  insulated  containers  for  hot 
water.  Wash  bowls  and  washing  materials  are  also  provided. 

There  were  no  contraventions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act 
reported  during  the  year. 

Registration  of  Food  Hawkers. 

During  the  year  23  vehicles  were  registered  under  the 
West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act,  1951.  At 
the  time  of  registering  each  owner  was  made  aware  of  the 
requirements  for  Clean  Food  distribution  and  all  responded 
well. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Food  examined  and 

found  to 

be  unfit  for  human 

con- 

sumption  and  surrendered  by  the  owners  was  as  follows : 

— 

Cows 

No. 

lbs. 

Lungs 

• • • 

(2) 

• ••  \ Arf  / ••• 

28 

Head  and  Tongues 

• • • 

...  (1)  • • • 

34 

Heifers 

Lungs 

...  (10)  ... 

120 

Heads  and  Tongues 

(5)  ... 

120 

Mesenteries 

...  (5)  ... 

40 

Livers 

(9)  ... 

110 

Kidneys 

(2)  ... 

4 

Bullocks 

Lungs 

• • • 

(11) 

135 

Heads  and  Tongues 

• • • 

(6) 

180 

Mesenteries 

• • • 

(2) 

18 

Livers 

• • • 

...  (is) 

220 

Sheep 

Livers 

• • • 

(8) 

18 

Pigs 

Pluck 

• • • 

(i) 

6 

Total 

(90) 

1033 

Canned  Foods 

Cans 

lbs. 

Tongue 

♦ • • •' 

20 

44 

Corned  Beef 

• • • • 

47 

86 

44 


Canned  Foods  (Continued) 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding 
Stewed  Steak 
Chicken 

Luncheon  Meat 
Ham 

Tomatoes 
Peas 
Beans 
Cream 
Milk 

Strawberries 
Apricots 
Pineapples 
Oranges 
Peaches 
Pears 
Plums 

Fruit  Salad  . 

Fruit  Cocktail 
Grapefruit 
Cherries 
Raspberries 
Lemon  Curd 
Rice  Pudding 
Crawfish 
Crab 
Lobster 
Pilchards 
Tuna  Fish 
Sardines 
Brisling 
Soup 
Spaghetti 
Salad  Cream 
Carrots 

Total 


Cans 

2 

16 

1 

28 

4 

148 

8 

27 
4 

28 
1 
2 

30 

31 
18 
50 

6 

3 
2 
1 
7 
1 
1 

4 
1 

20 

2 

2 

4 

3 

3 

17 

3 

3 

3 


lbs. 

2 

11 

4 

98 

42 

156 

6 

16 

2 

18 

1 

3 
30 
20 
22 
58 

7 

4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 
4 
1 
9 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

15 

2 

1 

1 


551 


676 
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Other  Food  lbs. 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Cake  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Finnan  Haddock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Cod  Fillet  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chocolate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240  bars 

Eggs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  to  1954. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  14  persons  were  licensed  to 
slaughter  animals  under  the  above  acts.  Also,  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  there  were  2 licensed  slaughter  houses  in  the  district, 
one  of  them  used  almost  exclusively  for  the  slaughter  of  Sheep 
and  Pigs.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  my  Public  Health 
Inspector  states  that  there  has  been  good  co-operation  with  the 
butchers  and  a harmonious  relationship  exists.  This  must  have 
a bearing  on  the  efficiency  of  the  meat  inspections  and  post- 
mortem examinations  carried  out  at  these  slaughter  houses.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  a very  responsible  duty 
placed  on  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  soundness  of  the 
meat  released  for  sale  is  of  paramount  importance.  Any 
co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  butchers  and  any  others  con- 
cerned is  a valuable  contribution  to  the  work.  It  is  therefore 
gratifying  to  know  that  here  everything  is  well 
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Appended  below  is  a statistical  report  on  the  Meat 
Inspection  work:  — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


No  horses  were  killed  during  the  year. 
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Milk  Supply, 

..  1 ..  i ■ ; . . . ■ I - ■ : 

The  whole  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated 
milk,  being  either  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  Tested,  or  Sterilised 
Milk, 


One  producer-retailer  with  farm  premises  outside  the 
district  delivers  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  bottled  at  his  own  farm. 

The  remaining  milk  supply  mainly  Pasteurised  or 
Tuberculin  Tested  is  delivered  by  three  registered  distributors 
who  retail  bottled  milk  which  has  been  supplied  from  the  large 
dairies  operating  pasteurising  plants.  In  addition  five  shop- 
keepers  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised  Milk  from  their 
shop  premises. 

One  supplementary  licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested 
(pasteurised)  milk,  two  to  retail  pasteurised  milk  and  one  to 
retail  sterilised  milk  in  the  district  were  granted. 

Laboratory  Examinations, 

During  the  year  milk  samples  were  taken  for 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  Examination  on  7 occasions  as 


follows : — 

Pasteurised  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  2 

Sterilised  1 


All  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  milk  samples  were  taken  for 
CHEMICAL  Examination  on  32  occasions.  Of  the  32  only  1 
was  considered  “not  genuine.”  The  producer-retailer  concerned 
was  duly  cautioned  by  the  Clerk  to  the  County  Council. 
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TABLE  V 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Total 

Solids 

% 

Milk 

Fat 

% 

Solids 
not  Fat 
% 

Preser- 

vative 

39 

12.10 

3.50 

8.60 

Nil. 

40 

12.05 

3.50 

8.55 

55 

41 

12.05 

3.50 

8.55 

55 

42 

12.67 

3.85 

8.82 

55 

43 

12.02 

3.60 

8.42 

55 

44 

Broken 

in 

transit 

45 

12.42 

3.75 

8.67 

55 

46 

12.09 

3.50 

8.59 

5 5 

47 

12.06 

3.30 

8.76 

55 

48 

12.29 

3.50 

8.79 

5 5 

49 

12.94 

4.00 

8.94 

55 

50 

12.22 

3.50 

8.72 

55 

51 

12.10 

3.50 

8.80 

55 

52 

11.83 

3.30 

8.53 

55 

53 

12.17 

3.40 

8.77 

55 

54 

11.38 

2.79 

8.59 

55 

55 

12.22 

3.60 

8.62 

5 5 

56 

12.33 

3.55 

8.78 

55 

57 

11.75 

3.15 

8.60 

55 

58 

12.52 

3.70 

8.82 

55 

59 

12.42 

4.00 

8.43 

55 

60 

12.74 

4.00 

8.74 

55 

61 

12.50 

3.80 

8.70 

55 

62 

12.57 

3.85 

8.72 

55 

63 

12.52 

3.95 

8.57 

55 

64 

12.13 

3.50 

8.63 

55 

65 

12.19 

3.60 

8.59 

55 

66 

12.58 

3.85 

8.73 

55 

67 

12.41 

3.70 

8.71 

55 

68 

12.33 

3.60 

8.73 

55 

69 

12.31 

3.70 

8.61 

55 

70 

12.43 

3.70 

8.73 

5> 

Average 

12.27 

3.79 

8.67 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice  and  Other  Pests. 

There  were  57  complaints  of  Infestation  by  Rats  and 
Mice  during  the  year.  To  deal  with  such  complaints  it  is 
necessary  to  make  many  visits  to  the  affected  premises,  prebait- 
ing in  selected  spots  and  then  at  the  appropriate  time  baiting 
with  poison.  The  results  have  been  satisfactory  but  continual 
supervision  is  necessary  and  given.  Various  poisons  have  been 
used,  e.g.  Zinc  Phosphide,  Arsenic,  Red  Squill  and  Warfarin. 
The  latter  is  the  one  used  at  the  present  time. 


49 


Other  pests  which  disturb  some  of  the  residents  are 
Insect  Pests.  Insect  Pests  are  also  dealt  with  by  the  staff  of 
the  department.  There  were  149  premises  treated  during  the 
year  for  various  forms  of  Insect  Infestations  as  follows:  — 


The  following  premises  were  treated  with  either  D.D.T. 
or  Gammexane. 


Infestation. 

Cockroaches 

Silverfish 

Ants 

Spider  Beetles 

Moths 

Earwigs 

Bed  Bugs 

Woodworm 

Flies 


Council 

Houses 

33 

8 

1 - 
0 
1 

15 

0 

0 

2 


Other 

Houses 

72 

7 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 


The  Council  agreed  some  years  ago  to  offer  to  occupiers 
of  Infested  premises  small  supplies  of  Insecticidal  Powders  and 
Liquids  free  of  charge.  These  were  gladly  given  when  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  was  assured  that  an  infestation 
was  present  and  also  that  the  type  could  be  controlled  by  the 
insecticide  provided.  These  insecticides  are  liable  to  be  wasted 
unless  the  occupier  carries  out  explicitly  the  instructions  given 
by  the  staff  of  the  department  as  to  how  the  material  should 
be  used. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Factories. 

There  were  43  routine  inspections  of  the  factories  and 
workshops  in  the  district  under  the  Provisions  of  the  Factories 
Acts,  1937  and  1948. 


The  factories  at  present  on  our  register  are  classified  as 
follows : — 


Baking  and  Confectionery 

Boot  Repairers  

Brick  Manufacture 

Builders  Yard  

Coal  Mines  

Coal  Gas  ...  


4 

8 

1 

6 

3 

1 
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Coal  Merchants  9 

Clothing  1 

Engineering  1 

Food  Preparation  6 

Joinery  4 

Metal  Founding  2 

Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  6 

Plumbing  4 

Ice  Cream  1 

Funeral  Undertaker  1 

Photography  1 

Painting  ...  5 

Saw  Mill  1 

Tubular  Steel  Furniture  3 

Printing  1 

Car  Battery  Mcker  1 

Flour  Mill 1 

Watch  and  Clock  Repairs  1 

Warehousing  3 

Upholsterer  1 


Inspections  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  these  premises 
are  summarised  as  follows:  — 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Defects 

Found 

Remedied 

Factories  with  power 

38 

22 

4 

4 

Factories  without  power 

22 

21 

Other  premises 

16 

10 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

76 

53 

5 

5 

Details  of  the  defects  found  were:  — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  2 

Defective  Sanitary  Convenience  2 

Other  Offences  1 
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2*  Outworkers 

There  is  no  demand  for  this  type  of  employment  amongst 
the  residents  of  our  district  and  there  were  no  such  persons  on 
the  register  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

3.  Workplaces* 

There  were  ten  inspections  made  of  workplaces  during 
the  year  and  no  conditions  were  found  which  necessitated  formal 
action. 

4*  Shops — General* 

Twenty  eight  visits  were  made  during  the  year.  One 
case  was  found  where  unsatisfactory  conditions  existed  and  this 
was  dealt  with  by  formal  action. 

5*  Hairdressers  and  Barbers* 

During  the  year  four  applications  were  received  from 
persons  for  the  registration  of  their  premises. 

There  is  now  a total  of  twenty  three  premises  where  the 
business  of  hairdresser  or  barber  is  carried  on  and  is  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
(General  Powers)  Act,  1951. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION. 

There  were  no  nuisances  from  smoke  noted  during  the 
year  and'  therefore  no  formal  action  was  required. 

The  problem  of  Atmospheric  Pollution  is  becoming  very 
much  a matter  of  public  concern.  The  subject  is  discussed  by 
the  man  in  the  street  almost  daily.  Certainly  it  is  becoming 
increasingly  evident  that  the  time  has  got  to  come  when  there 
is  some  control  of  the  amount  of  smoke  poured  into  the  atmos- 
phere. Not  only  is  smoke  involved  but  the  emissions  of  sulphur 
by-products,  principally  Sulphur  Dioxide  are  also  in  urgent 
need  of  consideration.  It  is  as  well  to  make  it  quite  clear  that 
the  great  deal  of  pollution  is  NOT  all  Industrial  smoke. 
Domestic  chimneys  are  responsible  for  a very  great  amount 
of  the  smoke  pollution.  New  houses  are  being  built  and  each 
has  its  quota  of  chimneys.  Each  can  be  expected  to  contribute 
something  towards  the  smoke  nuisance.  In  a fairly  well  sub- 
scribed District  like  Hoyland  where  the  population  is  in  the 
main  employed  in  the  Coal  Industry  the  amount  of  smoke  from 
domestic  chimneys  is  probably  relatively  greater  than  in  some 
other  districts.  Home  coal  is  part  of  the  colliers’  income  and 
of  course  it  is  used.  To  minimise  the  amount  of  pollution  one 
would  say  that  the  answer  is  obvious — supply  smokeless  fuel 
instead  of  coal.  But  that  is  a matter  which  we  cannot  solve 
here,  but  which  we  can  mention  in  passing  in  a report  such  as 
this. 
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During  the  year  the  department  obtained  two  Daily 
Smoke  Filter  and  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  gauges.  Two 
stations  were  set  up  in  the  town — Stores  Yard  and  Sewage 
disposal  works.  These  gauges  are  very  sensitive  indeed  and 
my  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  reports  that  they  even  record 
the  increase  in  pollution  when  the  domestic  fires  are  stoked  up 
to  cook  the  Sunday  dinner. 

Recordings  from  these  gauges  were  made  regularly  and 
tables  are  given  below  which  give  the  measurements  in  tabular 
form. 


TABLE  1 


STORES 

YARD 

SM( 
Milligr 
per  cub 

3KE 
ammes 
ic  metre 

S( 

Concer 
parts  per 

32 

itration 

00  million 

Month 

Highest 
Daily  Average 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 
Daily  Average 

Monthly 

Average 

June 

0.24 

0.13 

12.6 

3.3 

July  

0.27 

0.16 

9.2 

4.4 

August 

0.27 

0.13 

10.5 

3.6 

September 

0.39 

0.21 

12.2 

4.7 

October 

0.78 

0.32 

10.9 

6.0 

November  

0.72 

0.33 

8.3 

4.4 

December 

1.02 

0.58 

14.1 

3.8 

TABLE  II 


SEWAGE 

WORKS 

SMOKE 

Milligrammes 

per  cubic  metre 

1 

S02 

Concentration  in 
parts  per  100  million 

i 

Month 

Highest 
Daily  Average 

Monthly 

Average 

Highest 
Daily  Average 

Monthly 

Average 

June  

0.19 

0.09 

8.3 

3.6 

July 

0.22 

0.12 

8.4 

4.2 

August 

0.22 

0.11 

12.2 

6.1 

September 

0.34 

0.16 

8.2 

3.9 

October 

0.65 

0.28 

15.3 

6.2 

November 

0.65 

0.28 

7.4 

3.9 

December  

1.3 

0.31 

11.7 

3.9 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS* 

The  total  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district 
at  the  year  end  was  18,  all  situated  at  the  licensed  site  at  Upper 
Hoyland.  This  site  has  been  visited  regularly  and  everything 
appears  to  have  been  satisfactory  throughout  the  year.  The 
type  of  dwelling  being  used  on  this  site  is  the  Modern  Trailer- 
Caravan. 
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Taylors,  Printers,  Wombwell,  Yorks. 


